Google Goes that
Extra Progressive Mile
for Sharia

I

n my editorial, I deplore the increasing censoriousness of the social media. Conservative commentator Tucker Carlson, who has a political talk
show on Fox News, made similar observation about
social (and regular) media in a recent video called
“We’re becoming an authoritarian society.”
He remarked on how people disappear from
social media. One day they’re expressing a dissenting political opinion and the next time you look
for them they’re gone. Their videos disappear and
they no longer show up on people’s Facebook feed.
Amazon stops selling their books.
They’ve been banned for being extremists,
bigots, Nazis. “You don’t complain about it, though.
You don’t want anyone to know you were watching
forbidden videos. There’s a penalty for that. This is
what an authoritarian society looks like. It’s a place
where the group in charge will tolerate no criticism
at all. That’s what we’re becoming,” Carlson said.
Given social media enforcement of progressive
orthodoxy in this part of the world, it may seem
contradictory that Google Play Store approved the
app Smart Pakem, allowing Muslims in Indonesia’s
capital Jakarta to report violations of sharia law
such as blasphemy and heresy. The app was
created by the Jakarta prosecutor’s office.
The criminal code of Indonesia, the poster
country for “liberal Islam,” prohibits blasphemy
and makes it illegal to “express feelings of hostility,
hatred, or contempt against religion,” for which the
penalty is five years in prison. And, as Jakarta’s
Christian governor, Basuki Tjahaja Purnama —
better known as Ahok — can attest, they mean it. In
2017, he was sentenced to two years in prison for
blasphemy.
Fundamentalist Islam is resurging everywhere
in the world, so the demand for more religious
vigilance in Indonesia comes as no surprise. What
is shameful is Google’s acquiescence to something
that will inevitably result in increased religious
persecution.
Shameful – but perhaps not surprising. Illustrating the alliance between progressives and Islamists, the seeming contradiction of social media
penalizing anyone whose views too egregiously
transgress against the progressive orthodoxy over
here and the Islamic orthodoxy over there actually
makes sense.

			—Madeline Weld

www.HumanistPerspectives.org
Vol. 52, No. 1 Spring 2019
Issue 208
Editor: Madeline Weld
Editor@HumanistPerspectives.org
Editorial Committee: Simon Parcher,
Richard Young
Book Review Editor: Josh Bowie
BookReviews@HumanistPerspectives.org
Art Director: Richard Young
ArtDirector@HumanistPerspectives.org
Layout: Richard Young
Office Manager: Joan Perry
Manager@HumanistPerspectives.org
Founder: Lloyd Brereton, in 1967
Publishing body:
Canadian Humanist Publications
PO Box 3769, Station C
Ottawa, ON K1Y 4J8 CANADA
Board Members:
Simon Parcher, president
Richard Young, vice president
Simon Parcher, treasurer
Madeline Weld, secretary
Josh Bowie
CHPboard@HumanistPerspectives.org

Canadian Humanist Publications is a non-profit organization with charitable
status (Reg. No: 11883 3284 RR0001). Donations are eligible for tax credits from
Revenue Canada.
Humanist Perspectives quarterly is a member of Magazines Canada indexed in
the Canadian Periodical Index and is available on microfilm or microfiche from
ProQuest in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48106, USA.
Articles published in Humanist Perspectives magazine will also be available on our
website and in online databases partnered with Canadian Humanist Perspectives.
Submissions via digital media are preferred. Manuscripts may be edited for
clarity and length, and will be returned only if accompanied by a self-addressed,
stamped envelope. Writers’ guidelines are available.
Copyright belongs to the contributors and Humanist Perspectives, with all rights
reserved. Views expressed are those of the authors.
No statements in the magazine express the policy of Canadian Humanist Publications except where indicated. Material published may be reprinted provided
permission is requested and credit given.
Letters to the editor must be accompanied by full address and telephone number
of writer, and may be edited for length and/or content.
For subscriptions in and outside of Canada, see page 40.
For promotional purposes, our mailing lists are occasionally exchanged with
other organizations and publications reflecting a kindred philosophy. Please
advise us if you would like to have your address excluded.
Please return undeliverable magazines for Canadian addresses to the above address of Canadian Humanist Publications in Ottawa.
(ISSN 1719-6337)
This issue was produced in March, 2019. Printed in Canada

