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Bombing?

Carl Dow

uring World War II the American Office
Dof Strategic Services, (OSS), forerun-

ner of the Central Intelligence Agency,
(CIA), in the interests of promoting morale, cir-
culated a questionnaire to learn how those on
active duty in the navy felt about their work-
ing conditions and what was most important to
them.

On December 7, 1941, the day that the
Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, the active duty
strength was 337,349. By December 31, 1946,
the total had risen to 3,793,429.

The OSS was established June 13, 1942.
Although it was formed to coordinate espionage
activities behind enemy lines for the branches
of the United States Armed forces, part of its
mandate was to stay in touch with the attitude of
America’s fighting men and women.

The OSS learned that of the hundreds of
thousands who responded to the survey on mo-
rale their most important concern was that they
be treated fairly. It was conclusive evidence
that the concept of fairness, of honesty in rela-
tionships, was a universal concept of majority
importance.

This spirit of goodwill is that which is
abused by those who would impose their ambi-
tions for unfair advantage.

Psychopathic personalities specialize in us-
ing this positive basic human instinct for their
own nefarious ends. Hitler burned down the
Reichstag and blamed it on the Communists
thereby rendering the Communists unfair!

Hitler falsely accused Poland of making attacks
on Germany (Unfair!) In “self defence” Hitler
attacked Poland (Fair!) Great Britain and France
declared war on Hitler and launched World War
Il (Fair!). Meanwhile, Stalin had staged mur-
derous show trials claiming that his targets were
foreign agents (Fair!).

There’s not enough space to create a chron-
ological list so we jump ahead to the phony
Gulf of Tonkin appeal to the popular sense of
American justice in August 1964. Washington
falsely announced a North Vietnamese attack on
a U.S. navel vessel. That lie roused a sense of
injury among the fair-minded Americans lead-
ing to the disastrous war in Vietnam.

Another failure to honestly communicate
was the depiction of vicious Albanians who had
roots in the Nazi occupation that called itself the
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). Originally, the
CIA had identified them as thugs self-financed
by drug running and the capturing and selling
of girls into prostitution. There are photos avail-
able of KLA members beating victims to death
and gleefully waving severed heads of Serbians.
(For photographic evidence Google Kosovo
Liberation Army.)

When it suited Washington’s policy these
sadistic killers became freedom fighters and the
media swallowed it whole.

Against a background of Soviet dominant
military presence in Afghanistan, Osama bin
Laden was recruited by the CIA in 1979. The
US spent millions of dollars to supply Afghan
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schoolchildren with textbooks filled with vio-
lent images and militant Islamic teachings.

And still fresh in our minds, of course, are
the lies about Weapons of Mass Destruction told
by then president George W. Bush that opened
American hearts to an attack on Iraq in 2003 as
a fair fight in the light of justice.

By hops, skips, and jumps, this brings us to
the violence in Libya and the unfortunate role of
the corporate media as attack dogs for ruthless
ambition masked under the flag of fairness.

On Thursday 17 March 2011, at the behest
of Washington the United Nations Security
Council adopted Resolution 1973 (2011) by
a vote of 10 in favour to none against, with 5
abstentions (Brazil, China, Germany, India,
Russian Federation) that declared a no-fly zone
over Libya.

The resolution authorized Member States,
acting nationally or through regional organi-
zations or arrangements, to take all necessary
measures to protect civilians under threat of at-
tack in the country, including Benghazi, while
excluding a foreign occupation force of any
form on any part of Libyan territory — request-
ing them to immediately inform the Secretary-
General of such measures.

The turmoil was presented to us as anoth-
er manifestation of the poetically named Arab
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Spring. The difference between Egypt and Libya
however was that the demonstrators in Libya
immediately took up arms and started shooting.

On Tuesday 13 September 2011 Amnesty
International issued a report of more than 100
pages that said rebels committed unlawful kill-
ings and torture.

“Members and supporters of the opposition,
loosely structured under the leadership of the
National Transition Council (NTC) ... have also
committed human rights abuses, in some cases
amounting to war crimes, albeit on a smaller
scale,” the Amnesty report said.

It said opposition supporters “unlawfully
killed” more than a dozen Gadhafi loyalists and
security officials between April and early July.
And just after the rebels took control of east-
ern Libya, the report said, angry groups of rebel
supporters “shot, hanged and otherwise killed
through lynching” dozens of captured soldiers
and suspected mercenaries with impunity.

It would have been surprising if Muammar
Gadhatfi’s forces had not shot back.

The 100-plus page Amnesty report, based
on three months of investigation in Libya, draws
no equivalency between the crimes of Gadhafi
loyalists and those of the former rebels, who
now hold power in Tripoli: The Gadhafi forces’
crimes were greater, the list of them is longer,
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and they may have amounted to crimes against
humanity, the report said.

But it said the crimes of the rebels were not
insignificant.

“In February, there was this rumor about
Gadhafi using black people as mercenaries;
that’s wrong,” Nicolas Beger, director of the
Amnesty International European Institutions
office, told Associated Press Television News
in Brussels on Monday 12 September. “But the
NTC has not done a lot to curb that rumor and
now there is a lot of retaliation against sub-
Saharan Africans. Whether they were or they
weren’t involved with the Gadhafi forces, they
are at real risk of being taken from their work
or their homes or the street to be tortured or
killed.”

Beger also said abuses were continuing un-
der the new government.

“We have even spoken to guards who admit
that they use force,” he said. “They say, ‘Yeah
we use force in order to get confessions, in or-
der to force people to hand in their weapons.’
So this really needs to be controlled. This is one
of the priorities that the new authorities have to
really get a clear act on.”

The Amnesty Inter-
national report was based
on a fact-finding visit to
Libya between Feb. 26
and May 28, and covered
events up to late July. The
organization is based in
Britain.

It is interesting to note
that when Washington
hires them, they are known
as contractors, when an
opponent hires them they
are known as mercenaries.

Another difference be-
tween Egypt and Libya,
as John Barry, national-
security correspondent for
Newsweek magazine since 1985, tells us is that
Washington has spent more than one billion
dollars to finance and manipulate its Libyan
franchise.

It is interesting
to note that when
Washington hires
them, they are known
as contractors, when
an opponent hires
them they are known
as mercenaries.

Please see
www.TinyURL.com/SecretWar

“The U.S. military has spent about $1
billion on Libya’s revolution, and secretly
helped NATO with everything from muni-
tions to surveillance aircraft. John Barry pro-
vides an exclusive look at Obama’s emerging
‘covert intervention’ strategy.”

To appeal to the innate, powerful, American
(and world) sense of fairness, Hilary Clinton
went about declaring that the no-fly resolution
and the subsequent air attack was simply a hu-
manitarian gesture to protect innocent civilians.

It took just four days, from 20 March to
23 March to “largely” destroy the Libyan Air
Force.

Here briefly is the sequence that led to the
termination of Libyan air power.

On 20 March, several Storm Shadow mis-
siles were launched against Libyan targets by
British jets Nineteen U.S. jets also conducted
strikes against Libyan government forces. In the
opening hours of the campaign, an American
submarine, the USS Florida,launched 100 cruise
missiles against Libyan air defenses, crucially
opening an entry corridor
for the airstrikes that fol-
lowed. A loyalist convoy
south of Benghazi was tar-
geted. At least seventy ve-
hicles were destroyed, and
loyalist ground troops sus-
tained multiple casualties.
Strikes also took place on
the Bab al-Aziziya com-
pound in Tripoli from
late 20 March to early 21
March.

By 21 March 2011,
the Libyan government’s
SA-2, SA-3, and SA-5
air defense systems had
been completely neutral-
ized, while further strikes took place on targets
in Tripoli, and according to the Libyan govern-
ment, in Sabha and Sirt.

On 22 March, Coalition strikes continued,
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and a Libyan aircraft flying towards Benghazi
was attacked. An American Eagle fighter jet on
a bombing mission crashed after experiencing
equipment failure. The pilot and weapons offi-
cer ejected and were recovered by a US rescue
team inserted by helicopter. Six civilians were
shot during the evacuation as they rushed to
greet the troops.

By 23 March, the Libyan Air Force had
been largely destroyed, with most of its aircraft
destroyed or rendered inoperable. The Libyan
government’s integrated air defense system
was also degraded to a point where Coalition
aircraft could operate over Libya with almost
total impunity. On that same day, Coalition
aircraft flew at least two sorties against gov-
ernment forces in Misrata. Later in the day, it
was announced that all government forces and
equipment, with the exception of individual
snipers, had retreated from the city or were
destroyed. In the early morning hours, four
Canadian CF-18 jets supported by two CC-150
Polaris tankers bombed a government ammu-
nition depot in Misrata, marking the first time
Canadian jets bombed Libya since the cam-
paign began.

By all honest logic, one could have con-
cluded that the goal of the UN resolution had
been fulfilled by then and that no more over
flights were needed other than to guarantee
success.

But instead, entirely contrary to its mandate,
the European air power was transformed into a
flying war machine against the loyalists. On
being challenged about civilian casualties, one
NATO commander shrugged it off saying it was
necessary to undermine the morale of Gadhafi
loyalists.

So what we have here is war by increments.
First, character assassination. Then the false
accusation that innocent, unarmed civilians
are being murdered. Then the call for a no-fly
zone to keep the “Madman’s” air force ground-
ed — achieved within four days, the NATO air
power then being turned into a lethal machine
in support of forces, many Islamist extremists,
financed with American money, and British and
French advisors on the ground.
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The question is why?

After Gadhafi pulled in his horns as a
prompter and financial supporter of terror-
ism, and after he had paid financial compensa-
tion for the 1988 Pan America airliner bomb-
ing over Lockerbie, Scotland, which killed
270, Tripoli, London, Paris, and Washington
became cozy. So cozy in fact, that the CIA
and MI6 sent suspects for questioning to the
Libyan torture chambers.

But the big oil companies of the three ami-
gos and Italy, though already in Libya exploit-
ing Africa’s largest oil reserves, felt threatened
by Gadhafi’s nodding relationships with Russia,
China, and India.

Gadhafi was also going about calling on
African and Muslim countries to adopt a single
currency, the gold dinar, which could have com-
peted with the euro and the dollar.

It was probably not just the gold dinar,
although that proposition was not to be taken
lightly, but all of the above that combined to
foster a sense of a slippery hold on Libya,
together with a military/industrial complex
smelling money at every shot, that resulted
in orders coming down the pipe to Obama,
Cameron, and Sarkozy, that now was the hour
to rid themselves of an unstable partner in
crime.

And so the ram horns of “democracy” and
“fair play” began to blow the tune of humani-
tarian bombing and Gadhafi’s walls came tum-
bling down.

Carl Dow was born in Ottawa, Canada. He entered
Jjournalism at the ripe age of 23. He practiced mostly
political journalism, especially when working for The
Globe and Mail and when holding down the Montreal
bureau for the Toronto Telegram. He has written sev-
eral novels and a collection of short stories. Aside from
taking on the new assignment as Editor of Humanist
Perspectives, Carl is Editor and Publisher of an on-
line news and news analysis publication True North
Perspective <TrueNorthPerspective.com>. Carl says
essential to freedom is an ongoing objective search for
learning and knowledge, seeking the truth.
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